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was wholly injurious to his native country. It was im-
possible that an enthusiast, who was so easily satisfied with
fair words, should gain any influence over the cold English
business-men. At the Prussian Court, however, Bunsen's
sanguine reports were the cause of totally false conceptions
of England's German policy, and of fatal mistakes, which
were to meet with a severe punishment later, when the fate
of Schleswig-Holstein was at stake." *

'(b) " Such a spectacle of internal peace naturally filled
German moderate Liberals with admiration; disillusioned
by the intrigues of the July monarchy, they began to reject
the French ideas of freedom which had been fashionable
in the 'thirties, and now found an embodiment of their
constitutional ideal in the State of Queen Victoria. Only
a few observed how the aristocratic substructure of the old
English parliamentarism had crumbled since the Reform
Bill; how the decisions in the Lower House had gradually
come into the hands of the Scots and the Irish; and what
new democratic transformations were thus preparing. At
this time Great Britain was rejoicing in an unexampled
economic prosperity. Her industrial activity had developed
to such an extent that she felt herself in a position to control
all the markets of the world, and she therefore raised the
banner of Free Trade. A vast emigration secured the
conquest of extensive colonies ; and, even if these were
perhaps at some future date to shake off the political
dominion of the mother-country, still they preserved their
British civilisation, and thus secured a great advantage for
the Anglo-Saxon over the Teuton race; it was not long before,
in every corner of the globe, there might be found some
province which bore the auspicious names of Victoria and
Albert. Occupied in their party struggles and in their
rivalries with their neighbours, the continental nations
scarcely noticed how the greatest Empire in the world's
history was thus growing up perfectly unmolested, ^mong
the German Anglomaniacs England was commonly extolled
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